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Dr. Wilson, the "beloved physician"
of Kansas City, has been a featured Bible
teacher in churches and conferences
across America. His distinctive, easy-to
understand, manner of presenting Gospel
truths has been greatly blessed of the
Lord.
The addresses contained in this book
let were given by Dr. Wilson as a series
of radio messages over network broad
casts of The Bible Institute Hour. It is
a joy to present this distinguished Bible
teacher's material in printed form.

The Bible Institute Hour
Los Angeles, California

The Double Kiss of Love
n Psalm 2: 12 we read, "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish
from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed
are all they that put their trust in Him." We don't know when David
wrote this Psalm, but of this much we can be certain: he wrote it long
before Jesus ever came to earth. David believed that God had a Son
and this Son, of course, was his Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. But
isn't it strange that he should say, "Kiss the Son"? For what reason
do you suppose he would do that? Now Solomon, David's son, said
something along the same line. It was just a little bit different. In the
Songs of Solomon we read, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of His
mouth." Now Solomon takes the opposite way from David. David
tells us to kiss Him, the Son, but Solomon says, "Let the Son kiss me."
In our Christian experience it has to be both ways. Kisses that are
just one-sided are not very satisfactory. There needs to be a double kiss.
It must be that the heart of each one of the two persons in love express
that love with a kiss. I like that thought because it shows the Lord
Jesus wanting us to be close to Him.
There is an earnest desire on the part of our Lord for our fellow
ship and communion. While on earth, He said over again, "Come unto
Me." In another place He says, "Follow Me." Somehow or other His
heart, being a man, loves other men. He loves us no matter who we
are, whether rich or poor, whether good or bad, whether big or little,
whether obscure or prominent. The Lord Jesus loves each person and
wants us close to Himself. That love is expressed in these kisses.
I submit to you that you will never kiss Him unless you love Him.
If you love the Lord you will want to draw near to Him. You will
want Him to know of your devotion. You don't just tell other people
that you love the Lord Jesus; you want to show Him that you do.
I was at a wedding about a year ago. This man and the girl he
was courting were friends of mine. In fact, I had introduced them
to each other. I watched the sweet romance budding. They asked me
to come over to Buffalo and marry them, which I did. But, strangely
enough, at this wedding the bridegroom sang a song, "You Never Did
Tell Me Those Three Little Words." I thought that was strange so
I asked him about it. I said, "Why did you write and sing that song,
'You Never Did Tell Me Those Three Little Words'?" He said, "Well,
she never would tell me she loved me. I wanted her to say 'I love
you' but she wouldn't do it. Since I never could get her to do it, I
arranged this song for the wedding. I hope she will do it now." After
he sang the song, she complied with his wish. She said to him, "I
love you."
You know, beloved, the heart wants affection. If we set our hearts
on somebody, we want to know that that somebody sets his or her
affection on us. Our Lord Jesus is like that. He is no different. We
read, "Kiss the Son lest he be angry." The Lord doesn't want us
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turning away from Him to be His enemy. He doesn't want any
half-hearted affection. He wants us to be His lovers. We sing about it,
"Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly." All false. religions
and human religions are based on doctrines, philosophies, reasonings,
human deductions and human statements. Christianity, however, is
based upon a love for the person of Jesus Christ. That makes it
different from all other religions. You can join another religion without
loving the founder. You just admit that the teachings of the system
are right. But you cannot do that in the Christian faith. You must
be in love with Christ Jesus to get into His family by faith. You must
give all to Him. When we see His wonderful beauty and what He
did for us on the cross, how He bore our sins in His own body on
the tree, it makes us love Him.
You remember after Christ's crucifixion, when He came back again
and met Peter, He didn't say, "Will you start a missionary society for
Me?" He didn't say, "Will you go over and be a missionary to heathen
countries for me?" He didn't ask one of these things. What He said
was, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?' He wasn't
satisfied with the answer Peter gave. Again He said, "Simon, son of
Jonas, lovest thou me?" But still He wasn't satisfied with the answer.
So, the third time, He said, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?"
Then he got the answer he wanted. "Lord thou knowest all things:
thou knowest that I love thee" ( John 21: 17) .
Listen, beloved, He wants you, not just your gifts, not just your
service, as good as they can be. The Lord Jesus wants you. Our Saviour
wants you to be His and to show it by your affection. You remember
John said, "We love Him because He first loved us." Ask your heart,
"Do I love Him, and do I love to tell Him so by drawing near to Him
in fellowship and prayer?" I hope you can say that. If not, I trust
the Holy Spirit will reveal to you such loveliness in Christ Jesus that
you'll be able to say to Him, "Draw me and I will run after Thee."
That's what we read in Songs of Solomon, chapter 1. Now, there is
something about hearts in love that does draw in a strange and
inexplicable manner. The longest way home is the shortest way,
isn't it? When you want to be with your loved ones, you don't want
the clock to remind you of the time. Your only concern is to be with
the one who has won your heart. So with the Saviour. "Kiss the Son,
lest He be angry and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him."
Why do we put our trust in Him? It is because He is worthy of it.
I remember when I was practicing medicine a lady brought her little
girl to me. She said, "Doctor, I'm bringing her to you because I
trust you. I believe you will take care of her in an honest and an
efficient way." Well, that brought happiness to my heart. I was glad
to hear that she believed in me enough to trust the life of a sweet little
girl to me. But how do you think the Father feels when He sees you
putting your confidence and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, His Son,
3

His only Son, Why, it must please God no end to see man, and
children all over the world, putting their confidence and trust in this
precious lovely Saviour. Solomon says, "Let Him kiss me with the
kisses of His mouth." He wants you, beloved, because He loves you.
Remember, the first and greatest commandment of our Saviour,
"Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with all thy heart and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind and all thy strength." He says, "This
is the first and greatest commandment." Then in the Epistle of John,
how often we find the words telling of our Saviour's love. Well beloved,
let us show it. Go to your blessed Lord, pour out your heart in thanks
giving, praise and worship to Him. Tell Him, "I love you, Lord Jesus.
You are dearer to me than anything else." When you do that with
your Saviour, then He will be glad. "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry,
and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little.
Blessed are all they that put their trust in him." (Psalm 2:12).

Build Yourself Into a Building
Jude verse 24 we read, "Now unto him that is able to keep you
I nfrom
falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his
glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen."
Have you ever wondered how is He going to keep us from falling?
We read of it in verse 20 of this same little one chapter book, " But
ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying
in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God." That is the
way He keeps us from stumbling.
Did you ever stop to think about building yourself into a building?
That is the suggestion here. In the last chapter of Isaiah (66:1) God
says, "Thus saith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and earth is my
footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me and where is
the place of my rest?" The Lord expects you, if you are His, to build
a building in your life that will be for His glory. This building must
be a good one: firm and strong, well put together. It must be put
together intelligently, too. Yes, we are to "build up yourselves on your
most holy faith."
You know, when we start to build a house, we have first to make
an excavation and dig out the dirt for the foundation. Sometimes the
basis is sand; sometimes it is dirt; sometimes it is rock. In any case,
we make a hole and dig out what is there so that we can put in a
good firm foundation. Often it requires a lot of digging. When the
Empire State Building in New York City was erected, workmen had
to go down a long, long way to make certain that they were resting
on absolutely solid ground. It certainly wouldn't do to put up a build
ing like that on shifting sand or slippery rocks . The man had to go
down to find a good foundation. Even so, in our Christian life we have
4

to clean out old traditions, old ideas, and old notions that we have
gathered up throughout life. These things of self will need to be
taken out of the life of the new Christian.
The Bible says, "For other foundation can no man lay than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ." You see, the Lord Jesus Christ is the
Rock of Ages. Little children as well as adults will want to come to
Christ who is the Rock of all ages. He is the Rock who stands forever
because there is no moving of that lovely Rock. He is solid, firm and
substantial. We must build our faith upon Him, and upon Him alone.
After we have built our foundation upon Jesus Christ, then, of
course, we want to put in a heating plant. While the building is
in the beginning stage, and open, we can get that big boiler and
furnace in. In this way we can install the heating plant. You see, we
want something in our life that will keep us warm-hearted for the
Lord at all times. We should never be cold toward the Lord. We must
not be lukewarm, but always "red hot," shall we say? This will mean
we will be enthusiastic about Him and His service.
Then again, we must put in a kitchen and a pantry. This means
a place to get the food ready. After this, we need a dining room in
which to eat the food of life. We must make provision in our life to
feed upon the living Bread. We feed upon the Lord Jesus Christ.
We feast upon Him and He prepares a table before us even in the
presence of our enemies. On the table, there are the living Bread and
the living water.
Also, in this building of faith we must have a music room, a place
to keep us singing. Singing is a wonderful privilege of the Christian.
Singing is always connected with soul-winning. In the Old Testament
we find David's words, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation. Then
will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted
unto thee." In the New Testament we read the same thing, "Whom
having not seen ye love;" that's the Lord Jesus "in whom, though now
you see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and
full of glory: receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of
souls." Who wants a sad servant around? Who wants a sad Christian
around? It is the saint who can sing, even when the clouds are
falling and the shadows have come, who will magnify the Lord with
the sweet song of praise and worship.
But our house for God is complete. We must have a library. The
Lord doesn't want His children to be ignorant. We don't stop learning
when we are saved. We must learn the Word, and from the Word we
learn the will of God. In the Bible, we find the plan of God for our
lives. Yes, the Lord wants us to learn; for that reason He has placed
66 sacred books in our library. We need to read and study them over
and over again. We need to commit their truths to memory.
This holy abode must also have in it a bedroom for rest. The
Lord Jesus said, "Come unto me ... and I will give you rest." We get
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so tired, don't we? We get tired not of the service of the Lord, but
sometimes tired in the service. Our hearts and souls grow weary in
the battle. For this reason we must have a place to go for rest. And
in the house of faith we can rest on those ever lasting arms, finding the
peace that passeth understanding. How we love to do that!
Then there must also be a bathroom: a place to get rid of the junk
and trash that is accumulated in our lives. We are always getting
soiled by mixing and mingling with the world. Stains get on us. We
gather up soil and dirt. We must have a place to get rid of these
wicked things which come into our lives. There must be a place
where there is running water. Of course, the water is the Spirit and the
Word of God.
Now, lest we forget, in this house we must have an attic where
we can store things away. There are many things we may want to
use in the future. There are old box loads which come in at Christmas
time with string, ribbon and other unused articles we are not needing
now! We put these things away because some day we are going to
need them. So also we need an attic in the house we are building
for God. In it we hide the precious Word of God in our hearts lest
we should sin against the Lord.
There also must be a light in this house. In every room there should
be illumination. Jesus is the light of life. The saints of God are the
lesser lights in the world. There must be divine light in every room
of our house so that we can see what is there and not stumble about
carelessly. Yes, we must have light to see where we are going and
what we are doing. What a blessed thing it is to have the light of
the Word of God on everything in our lives-our domestic life, our
business life, our public social life; everything we do needs the light
of God. He gives it to us freely if we ask Him by faith to shine upon us .
Now in this house we must also have a parlor. A parlor is a
guest room, a place where we can bring our friends to have a visit.
Remember the Lord told us that we should entertain strangers. It
might be done unawares but we take in God's dear people, welcoming
them and showing hospitality. We need a room expressly given to
hospitality. There are some of the things we will want to build up
in this house for God. We build it upon our most holy faith. Well
beloved, "build up yourself on your most holy faith," and you'll be
glad when you meet the Lord face to face. You will rejoice that you
endeavored to walk with God and sought to please Him doing His
good will.

The Only Umpire For The Game of Life
n I Timothy, 2:5 we read: "For there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." The word Mediator
is the same one from which we get the word "umpire." Therefore the
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verse might read, "There is one God, and one Umpire between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus." I like that, and I'll tell you why.
Let's look at the verse, first of all, in its component parts. "There is
one God." I am so glad that the Bible says this because there are some
men who say there is no God. There is no authority for such statements
of course; they come out of minds and reasons dulled by sin. Men
who say this want to live in their sins; they don't want to have any
judge tell them what to do. As a consequence, we have men who
want to feel that they can live like animals, with nobody to correct
them. Their own seared inner consciences do not convict them.
I am glad, too, that this verse doesn't say that there is no God.
We would be in a great difficulty if there were no God to run the
universe. Who would keep the earth revolving on its axis, rotating
in its orbit? Who would keep the crops growing and yielding their
fruit? Who would keep the sun shining up there, and keep us in the
right place where we belong? Who would handle the rain and the
sunshine? Say, our political parties couldn't even run the weather.
Who is it that handles the evaporation, precipitation, and gravitation?
As a matter of fact, how does it come that there is gravitation? Why,
if there were not, you couldn't put your foot down; you couldn't set
a plate down on the table. In fact you couldn't do anything without
gravitation. You would be floating around aimlessly here and there
in the air. Who made the laws of gravitation and how is it kept going?
The answer, "there is one God."
Then, I am so glad that it says, "There is ONE Mediator." We can
be glad it doesn't say there is none. Who would take care of us if there
was no Mediator? O beloved, what would we say, what would we do,
if there were no Umpire, no Daysman, no One between God and man
who could take care of all our trouble? Suppose there was no one
to be our Helper. Why, you ought to say "Hallelujah" when you read
this verse telling us that there is one Mediator! Notice, it doesn't say
that there are many mediators. It doesn't say that a man can pick
out his own. The Bible doesn't say that any church can make one
man a mediator for the rest. God has made just one Mediator, His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. The reason He has done that is so that
we won't get perplexed in our minds, getting confused about the one
to whom we should go in our need. When the sinner asks, "Who will
I go to now to take care of my relationship with God?" This verse
says there is One and only One. He is the perfect man Christ Jesus.
You know, I am glad it says that He is a man. You can understand
a man for He was in all points tempted like as we are, tempted, yet
He was without sin. It would be hard for us to visualize an angel.
We have seen artists' conceptions, but we don't really know what an
angel looks like. You can't very well put your arms around an angel.
I don't believe an angel has any physical power, no essence, no sub
stance whatsoever. But there is a Man! Thank God, it is the man
Christ Jesus. He is the One whom we know so well by faith and
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through the Word. He is the One Whom we have trusted with our
souls and hearts.
Now a mediator or an umpire must have several characteristics.
The first is that he must be there when the play is made. He must
be right on hand to see what happens. The only One I know of that
can do that is the Lord Jesus. He is right there when you speak that
word or when you refrain from it. He is right there when you tell
something that isn't true. He puts it all down on His record . The
thoughts, the words, the deeds are put down because He has seen it.
He personally witnesses every sinful thing as well as every right
thing. The umpire must be present when each thing happens because
he must not be prejudiced. If the Los Angeles Dodgers play the Kansas
City Athletics do you think it would be fair if Los Angeles picked
out their own umpire and Kansas City picked out theirs? Each umpire
would then work for his own side. Why, spectators would all rise up
and protest against that. Nobody would be foolish enough to try it.
We cannot have umpires in the game who are prejudiced. We must
have an umpire who is fair to both sides. That is exactly the way it
is with the Lord Jesus Christ. Because He is a man, He is fair to man;
and, being God, He is fair to God.
Christ knows what God's requirements are. That is another thing
an umpire must know. He must know the game. It would never do
for me to umpire certain games because I don't know the rules. I
don't know what is out of bounds and what isn't. A man who is an
umpire in any game must be thoroughly acquainted with all the rules
and regulations of that game. He must know what is right and wrong.
That is true with our Lord Jesus. He knows what is right in God's
sight and what is wrong. He knows what is fair for us and what can
be unfair. He is perfectly fair in His wonderful judgment.
Then, again, the umpire must have the last word. There is no
appeal from the umpire. He is only there to see the play. He knows
the rules, so he tells what the rule is. Having made a ruling, it must
be kept. When our blessed Lord gives His decision, there is no way
of appealing it to any other court. Christ has the last word. Sometimes
that word will be, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world." On another
occasion Christ will say, "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." Our Saviour is the umpire
who decides and that decision must be accepted.
The umpire cannot be influenced by public opinion. No matter
how much the crowd shouts and screams, he cannot be influenced by
what the public thinks. Since he is right down where the play has
been made, he knows what is right and what is wrong. He makes his
decision based on actual facts. No amount of public opinion can
influence him. So it is with our Lord Jesus. You know the public was
against Him. They crucified Him. They got rid of Him. They said,
"Away with Him! away with Him! crucify Him! crucify Him!" They
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did just that. But His judgments will stand. In His Word, He tells us,
"Heaven and earth shall pass away but my Word shall not pass away."
That precious Umpire, I thank God, is between God and men.
Now, this Umpire must be chosen on both sides. God has chosen
Him, placing Him at His own right hand. God has selected Him and
made Him as His umpire. Now He waits for you to accept Him and
make Him your umpire. You want to agree with God, don't you?
You want to make the same choice that God makes. I hope you will.
Why don't you go to the "Lord Jesus and say, "My Saviour, God chose
you to be His Umpire, and I am choosing you to be my Umpire."
So you accept Him and trust your soul and your life to Him. Then
you know that things will come out according to His will because
the decision of our Lord Jesus is the final decision. He will make the
decisions for you and for God. He will bring you to God on God's
terms, and you will agree to them. But, you must submit to them
and say, "Very well, if God wants me to be saved by grace, that is
what I want. If God says I can come to Him through Jesus Christ, I
am coming that way." So you too, accept this Umpire and then you
will be happy forever, and God will be glorified, and lives will be
richly blessed through your life and witness.

Strange Birds I Have Met
Psalm 102:67, there is the story of three birds. Actually it is the
I nLord
Jesus Christ of whom the Psalmist writes: "I am like a pelican
of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert. I watch, and am as
a sparrow alone upon the house top." That is an interesting passage.
Why would the Holy Spirit allow the Lord Jesus to be compared to
those three particular birds?
We know from Scripture that He is also compared to a lion in
His title "The Lion of the tribe of Judah," to an ox, to an eagle, and
to a mother hen. Our Lord has gone through the animal kingdom
and picked out a number of things that represent Him in various
aspects. But these three birds particularly intrigue me. First, the text
states "I am like a pelican of the wilderness." It would be a remarkable thing to find a pelican in the wilderness. You see, pelicans don't
live in the wilderness; they live along the seashore. Pelicans feed
upon fish as their food. Since there is no food in the wilderness, why
would the Lord Jesus compare Himself to a pelican in that locality?
I believe that the reason is a real lesson for our lives. Even as the
pelican had no food in the wilderness, so the Lord Jesus, living here
away from heaven, could find nothing to satisfy His heart and soul.
Christ didn't go to the games up at the coliseum; he didn't go to the
great cities to find how all the different races were run; He didn't
look to see how the chariots were handled or how the athletes com9

peted. The Lord didn't go into the market to see if the price of
merchandise was going up or down. He didn't engage in the real
estate business. Actually, there was not anything down here that
attracted Him. In fact, nothing earthly could satisfy the craving of
His heart. Since He had been living in heaven, He had everything.
But down here, in the midst of sin, suffering, sorrow and death, there
wasn't anything to satisfy His heart. So we see that He compares
Himself to a pelican living out in the wilderness where there was no
food for the poor bird to eat. In all the time that the Lord Jesus Christ
was here, He received nothing to satisfy the craving of His heart.
Then, the Lord Jesus is called "the owl of the desert." Now owls
have no business being out in the desert. They do go out there some
times but they are supposed to live where there are trees. They make
their nests in the lofty boughs. There are no trees out in the desert in
which owls could make their nests. What would happen to an owl
in the desert? Why, it would have to make his nest down in the
holes where the prairie dogs and rattlesnakes live. That's no place for
a bird to be. Birds are made to fly in the air and live in the trees.
The Bible tells us that our precious Lord Jesus had no place to rest.
He said, "The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." There was no
place He could call His own. There was no place where He could rest.
The strange thing about the statement is that somebody heard Him
tell the story, heard Him mention the grief of His heart, and went
up to some cottage, found a pillow and gave it to Him on which
to rest. You will remember that when He left that place in the boat,
the Bible says, "He went to sleep on a pillow." I believe somebody
heard His heart cry and found a pillow for Him. But on this earth,
the Lord Jesus had no place to feel at home. Just like the owl out
in the desert, our Saviour had no place for a nest except with the
rattlesnakes and prairie dogs down on the ground. So our lovely
Lord Jesus had to find His resting place where He could-among His
enemies, among a few friends, and on a borrowed pillow.
You ask your heart, "Does the Lord Jesus Christ have a resting
place in me? Does He feel at home with me? Have I made Him at
home in my life?" He said, "I watch and am as a sparrow alone upon
the housetop." What a strange comparison! Did you ever see a sparrow
all alone anywhere? Did you ever see a sparrow sitting alone on the
top of a house? That's a very striking picture, for sparrows live in
flocks . We usually see 8, 10, 15, or 30 of them together. Sparrows
are down in the grass ea ting the seeds and looking for food. Sparrows
are sitting on a fence, telephone wires, or under the porch on the
eaves. I can never remember seeing a sparrow on a housetop, especially
alone.
What is the Saviour telling us? It is simply that He had no
companions. There was no one on earth who understood Him. When
He said He was going up to Jerusalem to die, Peter tried to keep Him
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and fled. Peter had said, "Far be it from Thee, Lord Jesus. [You must
not do what you are doing.]" Even His disciples did not understand
His words or His prophecies. They thought that with the power He
had He should have made Himself a King and caused the people to
fall down in death to save His own life. Now, why didn't He do that
and make Himself a King? Judas, who thought that some day Jesus
would be a King and that he himself would be the treasurer of the
kingdom, didn't understand. When he saw that Christ was losing out
and they were taking Him prisoner, he went off and got what little
money he could out of it, 30 pieces of silver, which was about $18.00.
Judas was going to get what he could out of it. After he had done
this deed, of course, his conscience tortured him and he committed
suicide.
Through it all, the Lord Jesus didn't have anybody at all who
understood or walked with Him, caring for His things. Christ was
like a sparrow alone. Instead of having lots of friends as He should
have had, after all His blessings, feeding the multitudes, raising the
dead, and healing the sick, there was no one. They all left Him alone.
The Saviour had no one to care for Him. He had to go to Calvary
alone. He died alone, being rejected by those who should have loved
Him. "I'm like a sparrow alone upon the housetop."
Christ was in a place where everyone could see Him. He was a
public character. He wasn't doing His work of redemption apart from
the view of the crowd. Everybody could see Him, could see that He
was alone. Oh, yes, the crowd followed Him, but they followed Him
only to get the loaves and the fishes. He said, in essence, "You don't
care for me! You only care for my gifts!" Beloved, I wonder if it isn't
so today? You ask your heart,"Do I love the Lord Jesus? Do I love
Him because I understand Him, because I agree with Him, because
I please Him? I love to be with Him, and talk about Him and serve
Him." Ask your heart, "Does he have to live like a pelican in the
wilderness as far as I am concerned?" Are you furnishing something
for His heart, something to satisfy His soul by giving Him your love
and your devotion? Are you making Him live like an owl in the
desert with no place in your life? Are you treating Him like the
sparrow alone upon the housetop? He is a public character all right,
but you're not with Him. I trust you will identify yourself with Him .
Take your place with Christ. He is the lovely Lord. He is the Redeemer.
He is the Saviour. All through eternity He will have you with Him
if you elect to have Him with you down here. I pray that you will
do this and do it now.
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One Thing Christians

T

Psalmist David declared, "One thing have I desired of the Lord,
that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire
in His temple" (Psalm 27:4). My what a volume of precious truth is
contained in that one verse! Notice that David ony had ONE desire.
We might ask him, "Well, what was it, David? Was it a bigger
throne? Was it a bigger crown? Was it more jewels, diamonds and
pearls? Was it a greater and more powerful army?" To all of these
David answers with an emphatic "NO!" David is going to give feet
to his prayers. He is going to see to it that his prayers are answered.
"One thing have I desired of the Lord, and that will I seek after."
None of the things he mentions refer to his personal blessings, health,
or material gain. He was not concerned with physical things. His
desire was, "That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of
my life; to behold the beauty of the Lord; to enquire in his temple."
He didn't ask for anything for himself. He was only concerned with
these precious spiritual blessings.
In the New Testament Paul said, "But this one thing I do; for
getting those things which are behind and reaching forth unto those
things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus." Here's a man with a one track
mind, too. Paul wanted to know the Lord intimately. David's heart
had a craving to please God. This was not just an idea that went
through his head. Here was a holy passion that possessed him. David
was not just going to pray a prayer and let it go at that; he was going
to see that he got what he wanted. "That I may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life," was his first desire. Think of
living in the presence of God, not taking any vacations away from the
Lord, not setting Him to one side while you go off to do something
else. David was asking the Lord's permission to live right in His
own blessed holy presence all the time. How many of us would like
that? So many folks today go to church Sunday morning and are so
glad it is all over they "ditch their demeanor" at the door, going off
to have a happy time. That is not what David is talking about. He
said, "I want to live and dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life; the happy days as well as the sad and trying days."
When you see the Lord pick up a drunkard and make a faithful
Christian out of him, here is a perfect picture of the beauty of Jesus.
What miracles, what trophies we see of God's grace in the lives of
those who have been transformed by His beautiful Person.
Then David said, "I want to enquire in His temple." Oh how much
there is that with our finite minds we can't understand. We need to
be close to Him. Beloved, there are many things you will never
understand unless through close fellowship with Christ you "enquire
in His temple." As Christians, we can enquire as to the meaning of
HE
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His Word looking to the Holy Spirit to explain it to us. Now, if we
have to get alone with Christ in order to find the answers, then we
ought to take time to get alone with Him. We need to ask Him about
our daily walk and way. We are all like children, not understanding
the complexities and problems of life. We go to Him to inquire,
"Shall I do this or that?" Inquire of the Lord, "Shall I go here or
shall I go there?" David depended upon the Lord to show Him what
to do.
You want to understand God's way in the home; how to be the
most blessing to Him in church; how to witness to those whom you
meet; and so you inquire at His temple.
May this be the earnest craving and heart-hunger of our lives,
for the glory of the Lord, that we may seek only one thing, "to dwell
in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty
of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple."

The Greatest Business In The World
you ever thought on the Lord's attitude toward others? In
Mark chapter one (I call it the "solitude" chapter because we
find Jesus doing everything alone with the person with whom He was
dealing), there are some striking truths. In verse 17 and 18 we read,
"Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fishers of men.
And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed Him." Here
we find He had to get away from the crowd. He wanted to have
fellowhip with those who were interested in eternal matters. He
wanted to show the disciples how to catch human "fish." That's why
some men get up in the hours before dawn to head for a remote, iso
lated spot, for that is where the fish are to be found.
I have found it so in my own personal work. It is hard to win
souls in the middle of the crowd, but if you can take the friend to
one side, alone, where you will not be bothered with people, then
you can do something for the Lord.
Now in this same first chapter of Mark, the next case is described
in verses 28-30. "Immediately His fame spread abroad throughout all
the region round about Galilee. And forthwith, when they were come
out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. But Simon's wife's mother lay sick
of a fever." Peter was married and his mother-in-law was sick. So
there, alone in the house, away from the crowd, with only his four
loving disciples who followed Him, Christ healed her. In verse 31 it
says, "He came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and
immediately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them." Here
the disciples were alone to see His power stop the fever, bringing
the person into quietness and strength. This enabled the woman to
get up to feed and minister to them.
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You know, many people have fevers that need to be quieted and
rested. Some folks are distressed, nervous and upset. Get alone with
the Saviour that He might bring you that perfect peace of heart and
mind that is so much needed.
Then let's look at Mark 3: 14 where we read, "And he ordained
twelve that they should be with him, and that he might send them
forth to preach." Here we find Him alone with these twelve men.
The purpose was to give them the ordination they needed. This ordi
nation was of a two-fold character. The first was that they should
be with Him, and the second was that He might send them forth to
preach. We need the same blessed pattern for our lives.
I used to be in business with 17 salesmen working for me. Every
spring I would bring them in to show them the new merchandise and
to tell them all of the pertinent facts about it. Then I would send
them out to sell it. The salesmen needed to be with me first that they
might be sold on the product and then go out and do a job. As God's
children we need to be with Christ first to fall in love with Him.
After having had Him win your hearts, then you go out with en
thusiasm and joy to tell others about Him.
Now again, in the fourth chapter, we find another case of similar
nature. In verse 34, we read, "But without a parable spake He not
unto them: and when they were alone, He expounded all things to
His disciples." Here His followers were alone with Him to learn the
meaning of His Word. You can't do that in front of the TV or at the
moving pictures. You can't do that playing games with friends. You
can't do that in the office or in the factory. You must get alone
with the Lord with His Word to let the Holy Spirit teach you the
meaning of what He wrote.
Then in the sixth chapter, verse 31, we read of the next case
"And he said unto them [ the disciples], Come ye yourselves apart
into a desert place and rest awhile; for there were many coming and
going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat." Here the Lord is
calling us to quit the busy life and service. We get too busy some
times and fail to be alone with Him. If you want to know your Bible
and to better understand it, then get alone with the Lord. Beloved,
if you too would like to be alone with your Lord, you may be, and
there you get all these blessings that can be read about in the Gospel
of Mark. The Lord would like to have you do it. He loves to have us
come to Him. That is the reason He invites us saying, "Come unto
me."

A Stranger In The Earth

T

Psalm is Psalm 119. I am sure we all know that. It is
full of precious truths. Many theologians believe it was written
by Ezra because it has so much to say about the Word of God. The
Psalmist, however, also makes some confessions about himself. I
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want to talk to you about those because it may be that you too have
been wondering what you should say in a testimony meeting. It may
be that there is a confession you should make today. In Psalm 119: 19
we read: "I am a stranger in the earth." That is a peculiar confession
to make. How could a man be "a stranger in the earth"? Actually,
we are made of the earth. We regularly study the subjects of earth,
such as its music, its electronics, its means of communication, its edu
cation, etc. Everything on earth appeals to us. We love to examine
the various earthly "mysteries." We enjoy the things that are peculiar
to the earth.
So, how could a man be a stranger in the earth? I was in Norway
and Sweden in my days of travel. I was a stranger over there. I didn't
understand the language at all; the customs were all new to me. The
food was different and I just didn't feel at home. Oh, I was glad to
be there, for I found some fine Christian people who treated me like
the King of Sweden. They couldn't have been nicer. But we were still
strangers. We were not looking for a place there to invest our money.
We didn't purchase any real estate or house. We were just there,
looking around, seeing what we could learn and enjoying the fellow
ship of God's dear people. How could we be anything but a stranger
in a foreign land, unless we were changed into a citizen of that land?
Only in this way could we be made "at home."
What a striking illustration the Psalmist gives! We sing, "This
World is Not My Home, I'm just a passin' through." The Lord in
His grace, when we are saved, made us citizens of heaven. We do
not feel at home down here any more. It's only natural that we
should want to go to our own home over yonder. In verse 63 of Psalm
119, we read, "I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of
them that keep thy righteous judgments."
Here is a man who says, "I am a companion of all them that fear
Thee." That means not just those of my own denomination or my
own club or my own aggregation. Yes, I am a stranger in the earth,
but I am also a companion of all them that fear Thee, and of them
that keep thy righteous judgments." What a blessed thing it is.
That is the way to find out whether a man is saved or not. Notice
what kind of company he loves to be with. In verse 83 we find still
another confession, "I am become like a bottle in the smoke." What a
strange statement for a man to make! Actually, these were skin
bottles, not made of glass.
When you were a child, did you ever get your shoes wet? Likely
your mother told you to put them by the stove to dry. The next morn
ing they would be dry and brittle. That's what the Psalmist meant,
for he cried, "I am become like a dried up, shriveled, shrunken bottle;
I am just no good at all." The resiliency was gone; the song was gone;
he felt bitter in heart. But does he mope around, making himself
and all others miserable? No, that may be what some people do, but
the Psalmist said when he got like that, "yet do I not forget thy
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statutes." In the trying hours, he went right to His Bible. No wonder
he could say in verse 94, "I am thine, save me." The Christian needs
daily cleansing from his tongue, temper, jealousy, selfishness and all
of the other so-called "little sins of life."
In the light of all of this, I am certain we can say with the Psalm
ist in verse 107, "I am afflicted very much." One woudn't think that
such a good man would be afflicted. But the gold you have in your
glasses wasn't always that kind of gold; it was in the stone. Gold in
the mixture of dirt and rock has to go through some terrific experi
ences of refining before it is fit to use. The diamonds you ladies may
have on your fingers went through some terrific pressures before
they were fit for you to wear on your hands. So it is with God's
children. The reason we punish our children is so that we may
bring out the best that is in them. We must get rid of the dross that
should not be there.
In verse 120, we read David's confession, "I am afraid of thy
judgments." He knew what His Bible said; he wanted to obey what
the Word of God declared. He didn't want the Scripture to go over
his head and be ignored. He was going to learn what the Scriptures
said and then obey them. In verse 125 he added this, "I am thy
servant." Oh what a joy it is to be God's servant and to go where He
wants you to go! In this way everybody knows that you are in the
business of serving the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. David's
last confession is in verse 141, "I am small and despised." He meant,
"I just don't amount to anything." Have you ever thought that? I
suppose we all have. But one good thing is that when we are down
so low, we can't fall, but only go on walking humbly with the
Lord. These are the confessions of the man who wrote Psalm 119.
What is your confession? I trust it will be a confession that pleases
God!

The Touch of God
he Bible teaches us about the intimate contact we should have with
the Lord, and that He wants to have with us. Daniel teaches us
some wonderful lessons. Daniel was the only prime minister in history
as far as I know, that ruled and reigned under four different dynas
ties. Daniel became the chief man of King Nebuchadnezzar's reign.
After this he served under Belshazzar, then Darius, and finally Cyrus.
No matter who the conquerors of Israel were, they picked out Daniel
to be prime minister. He was a man of God and there wasn't a flaw
in his character anywhere. His enemies even said, "We'll never find
any fault with this man except in regard to his religion." Daniel was
a man who walked close to the Lord. I want to read to you some of
the things said about him. Let us desire to have the Lord make us
like him. "Now as he [ the angel] was speaking with me, I was in
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a deep sleep on my face toward the ground [That is the place of
humility, isn't it?]: but he touched me, and set me upright. And he
said, Behold I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of
the indignation" (Daniel 8: 18, 19). God alone can reveal all things
to us. There are some men who know a little about a lot of things,
others who know a lot about a few things, but only the Holy Spirit
of God knows everything and can teach us those truths that count for
all eternity.
We desperately need the touch of God upon our lives to understand
divine things. "Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused
to fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation"
(Daniel 9:21). That's the time that Jesus died; three o'clock in the
afternoon. It was the time of sacrifice at Daniel's home in Jerusalem
and although by this time the temple was destroyed, Daniel remem
bered. The sacrifice was a picture of Calvary.
"And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel
I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding." (Daniel
9:22). Now this is the second touch upon Daniel's life. This is the
touch that gives the Christian ability, skill and wisdom in using the
knowledge that God gave in the first touch. While we have that skill,
yet we have to know how to use the Word of God. I buy surgical
instruments from a clerk who has been with the same company about
30 years. I said to him one day, "Do you know all of the instruments
in this great plant?" "Yes sir," he replied. "And do you know what
they're used for?" I asked. "Yes sir," the reply came back. "Do you
know the price of each one?" "Oh, yes, of course," he assnred me. "But
I asked, "Can you, yourself, use any of these instruments that are in
here?" He said, "Well, I can use the scissors." How strange! he knew
all about the instruments but he couldn't use any of them. There is
such a thing as knowing your Bible very well. You get that by the
first touch mentioned in the eighth chapter of Daniel.
The next question is how to use those facts. That's a different thing
entirely. We need the touch of God upon us to enable us to use the
Scriptures wisely and profitably. Here is another thought: "And,
behold an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon
the palms of my hands" (Daniel 10: 10). It is very easy to get
independent of God. Some Christians say by their actions, "I can
use my wits and my wisdom and get along very well." Beloved,
believe me, you can't do it. We need to know how dependent we are
upon the Lord. We must feel our need of Him and enjoy His company.
In verse 16 of the same 10th chapter we read, "And, behold, one
like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened
my mouth, and spake." Here is a touch we all need. This is the touch
that enables us to say things at the right time, in the right way, and
to the right person. We read in the Scriptures about Ephraim and that
"he feedeth on wind" (hot air). There are a lot of people who do that.
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They talk, and talk, and talk, and talk, and you get nothing whatever
of value from them. They talk about all sorts of things in which you
are not interested at all. This touch comes so that we may open our
lips and speak for God.
In Daniel 10: 18 we read, "Then there came again and touched me
one like the appearance of man, and he strengthened me." This is a
touch for strength and power. In Christian service, there is no such a
thing as a man being on the retired list. We may need to be refired,
but not retired. You may take a man off the payroll and send him
out to the Old Folks Home but he will keep on talking about the Lord.
He will be a blessed influence to those all around him. This then is
the touch that keeps us going until we are gone. The elder Christians
ought to be, in a sense, the most useful Christians. Look at what they
have listened to . Look what they have read. Look at the experiences
they have had. Why, they should be the finest of all Christians. But,
unfortunately, we don't find it so. Yet in First Timothy we are told
that these older Christians ought to teach the younger Christians the
things of God and the ways of the Lord. Oh, how we need the touch
of God upon us, to keep us shining as bright lights for His glory!
Beloved, He can do that if we let the Holy Spirit has His way, yield
ing our bodies to Him as instruments for righteousness.

Eight Prescriptions For Heart Trouble
ne time, when I was conducting a radio program, I took a vote
of the listeners to see which chapter of the Bible was the favorite.
Do you know that the most popular one was John 14? It came out
ahead of the 23rd Psalm. I was surprised at that.
I want to tell you some of the wonderful things that are in
this portion of Scripture. John 14: 1 reads, "Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me." The first point of
the prescription our blessed Lord gives us is to believe in God. In
this way we have hearts which are not troubled. Whether our prob
lems be about finances or family, business or health, we should have
our hearts resting in the Saviour so that we will always be at peace.
That is what Christ meant when He said, "Let not your heart be
troubled." In the short span of these few verses, He actually gives
us eight prescriptions for avoiding that terrible trouble of having
a heart that is at unrest, disturbed, distressed and in chaos. The first
is an interesting one. "Ye believe in God, believe also in me ." This is
the Saviour who is speaking. He does not tell us, "Believe what I say."
He says, "Believe Me." That means to believe that God will do the
right thing with you and for you. When you give yourself over to Him
and the Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed you, you're born again,
washed in the blood of the Lamb. He takes charge of you and wants
you to believe in Him. The reason is that if you do so, you actually
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believe in God the Father who sent the Son. In this way you enjoy
the peace of God. The reason is that Christ came to put our sins
away. But that is not all; He brought the Holy Spirit to us to put
our fears away. Christ is the Lion of the tribe of Judah who put our
guilt, our sins and our fears away. When you believe in Him, you
believe in His mission; you believe in His work; you believe in what
He did for you to accomplish your salvation.
When we are saved, God becomes our Father and we are in His
family. The Father always takes care of His children. He said, "You
see how the lilies of the field grow but you are worth more than they
are. If God takes care of oxen, will He not take care of you in a greater
way?" So we may have perfect confidence if we belong to Christ.
The Lord knows about tomorrow. We may know what is most pleasant
for us, but He knows what is most profitable for us. He wants us to
come into heaven with our hands full of golden grain to receive a
crown from Him and hear Him say, "Well done, thou good and
faithful servant." So the first prescription is to believe in Him.
Now, the second prescription is found in verse 30, John, chapter
14, "If I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you unto myself, that where I am there ye may be also." Did you
know that the Bible does not say anywhere that the Christians go
to heaven? There isn't such a Scripture in the Word of God. Oh,
Christians go to heaven, all right, I know that full well. I am not
a heretic or an unbeliever. But notice that it does say, "If I go to
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto
myself." The Lord Jesus is coming back to get us some day and to
take us, to heaven to be sure, but more than this, to be with Himself.
I will be going home to Kansas City when I finish this Western trip,
but I never go home to my furniture; I never go home and hug the
piano, the china, the stove and the rugs . I don't go home to my things.
I go home to the lovely lady who is there, my sweetheart, my wife.
I go home to see her and to be with her. This is the way it is in
heaven. We don't go home to a place; we don't go home to see the
gold; we go there to see the Man, the person who makes heaven what
it is. That Person is our precious Lord Jesus Christ who says, "I will
come again and receive you unto myself."
What a blessed thing it is that some day we shall see Him face
to face. Notice, however, that He didn't say when He would be coming
or where He would be coming. We read in First Thessalonians that
He is coming in the air. Those that are dead will be raised first,
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Notice,
though, that His coming back is promised upon His going away.
We know that He went away, bodily, physically, up from Bethany.
I have been in Bethany, that little village He visited just before He
went back to heaven. The angel told the disciples and the others on
that day, "This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven,
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shall so come in like manner as ye have seee him go into heaven"
(Acts 1:11). Some may come out of the grave to meet Him. Others
of us may be still alive when He comes. It will be wonderful to see
His face! Peter said, "Whom though now you see Him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; seeing
the end of your faith, even the salvation of souls." How do you
suppose it will be when we really do see Him face to face? We will
see His wounded hands, feet and side; we will see that back, head
and face that were marred more than any man's. Won't it be wonder
ful "to fall at His feet and the story repeat, the Lover of sinners
adore"? What a day that will be when Jesus comes back again, not
as the lowly Jesus, but as the King and Lord Jesus Christ to rule and
to reign.
The third prescription for a peaceful heart is found in John 14: 6,
"I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
Father but by me." God has a way for us to come to Him. I couldn't
get in to see the President in the White House. I went there once
when Woodrow Wilson was President. I thought he would like to
see one of his namesakes because my name is Wilson, too! But I
couldn't get in. But Jesus said, "I am the way, to the Father. If you
want to get to God, you have to go by me." No one can take you to
Heaven, except the Saviour. No matter how good or how bad you
are, you can't go to that eternal city apart from Christ. When you
give yourself to Him, He takes you in, presenting you to the Father
without a spot. Peter tells us, "For Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God" (1 Peter
3: 18). Christ not only is the way to God, but also He makes that way
possible. If you are trying to make yourself fit for heaven by your
own good work, that leaves Him out. You cannot get to heaven by
your own efforts. There is no use even trying. God sent Christ to do it
for us. Anything that leaves Christ out is not the truth. Christ is the
truth; when He is omitted, then it isn't the truth any more. When
your faith is in Christ, you won't have a troubled heart about eternity.
The fourth prescription for peace of heart is found in verse 12 of
this 14th chapter. We read, "He that believeth on me, the works that
I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because
I go unto my Father." You have a work to do for God, my friend. This
is a work which is wonderful in character and eternal in longevity.
I have been preaching for 63 years. The Saviour preached only
three and one-half years. I have preached to a million people at one
time on a national radio hook-up. The Lord Jesus never preached to
any such crowd. I have seen many, many souls saved through the
years of my ministry. The Saviour saw only a very few. You see, here
He is talking not about quantity, but about quality: "greater works
than these shall he do," so don't you let your heart be troubled. As
a child of His, you have something to do. Since you have been saved,
tell it. People are burdened under their sins. If you have been set free
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from the chains of bondage to sin in your life, go tell others who
need to find grace in the time of need. God in His grace will bless
your ministry. A busy man keeps out of mischief. If you are busy for
the Saviour, you won't have time for all the things that the devil's
children devise in order to keep them happy all the way to a lost
eternity. God wants us to be busy in His service. Jesus said, "Wist
ye not that I must be about my Father's business?" That was when
He was only twelve years old. After he was in His thirties, He said,
"I do always those things that Him [ the Father]."
Prepare for that meeting with our blessed Lord when you have
to give an account of the deeds done in the body. Let the Lord direct
you. Let the Lord be your Guide and your Counselor. Let the Holy
Spirit lead you into paths of service to teach you how to handle His
Word. Your heart will not be troubled then.
There are two more prescriptions for having a heart that is not
troubled. In John 14: 16, we read the words of our Lord, "And
I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter ...
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it
seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He
dwelleth with you and shall be in you." That is the sixth prescription
for carrying a heart that is not troubled. The Holy Spirit of God
is called the Spirit of Life and the Spirit of Light. He is the One who
gives us eternal light when we trust Christ Jesus. Because the Spirit
indwells us, we don't need to have a troubled heart. He is the Comforter
and is the One who comes when the heart is heavy or perplexed to
lift us with hearts held high! He is the precious One who will be
true to you no matter the circumstances or problems of life and true
to God.
Notice that it says that the world knows Him not. The world
doesn't care anything about the Holy Spirit. Unfortunately, a lot of
Christians apparently don't care anything about Him either. Do you
really know this Person, the Holy Spirit? If you want really to know
a person, you have to live around him and with him for a while. The
Lord Jesus said about the Holy Spirit, "Ye know Him." Well, do you,
beloved? Do you really know Him? If not, go to Him today and get
acquainted. "Acquaint now thyself with Him and be at peace." The
Saviour said, "I have yet many things to say unto you but ye cannot
bear them now. Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth." (John 16: 12-13). The Holy Spirit is
the great Teacher. He wants you to know the Word of God and to
know the Saviour more intimately. He wants to lead you into paths
of faithful service; to take you to the person whose heart aches and
who needs your witness. So don't let your heart be troubled; the Holy
Spirit has come.
The next blessing is found in verse 14. "If ye shall ask anything
in my name, I will do it." There are three answers to prayer: Yes,
No and Wait. Usually when Christians get the word "No," they
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think God didn't answer. You have to do that with your own children.
"Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son." Asking in His name means that you
come as though you were Jesus Himself, taking your place before
the Father. When my wife goes to the store and buys things in the
name of "Wilson," and says "charge it," she gets it in my name
because I have the credit. They will give her anything she wants if it
is charged to me. It is that way with the Lord Jesus. We go in His
name, wearing His name and believing in His name. We take our
place as a member of Christ and God the Father sees us come in Jesus
name. Therefore He gives it to us gladly, freely, and sometimes more
than we can even ask or think.
We need these blessed privileges to keep our hearts from being
troubled in a world of dismay and disappointment.
The seventh prescription the Lord gives us in John 14, to cure a
troubled heart, is found in verse 26. "But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you." This beautiful passage shows that
we can avoid having a troubled heart by believing in the Holy Spirit.
The Father sends Him to us. He is a gift right from the Father. For
this reason, you don't need to question whether you should trust
Him or not.
All of the three Persons of the Trinity are alike; each one is
eternal; each one is self-existent; each one has limitless power; each
one knows everything about everything. They all agree together per
fectly. This precious One, the Holy Spirit, has come in Jesus' name,
so that we won't be orphans. Look at what our Lord says about the
Spirit: "He shall teach you all things." When you want to know
anything about the Word of God, or about the things of God, go right
to the Holy Spirit about it.
Suppose I wanted to learn to play the piano. I call up the Los
Angeles Conservatory of Music and say, "I want to learn to play the
piano. There is one here in the studio and I would like to learn to
play it." They answer, "Very well, we'll send over Mr. Steele. He's
our best music teacher." So Mr. Steele comes. He sits down on the
bench beside me, but I don't say anything to him. There is no con
versation. I come across something I can't understand. There are
some strange interpretive words and note arrangements. Again, I
go to the telephone and call up the president of the Conservatory. I
say, "This is Wilson. I'm over here in the studio and I'd like to learn
how to play the piano. I need some help." No doubt he would say,
"Well, didn't we send a teacher to you?" I reply, " Yes, your teacher
has come." "Well, did you welcome him?" "No, I didn't pay any
attention to him." The president would be shocked, "Well, I sent
him to teach you. Why didn't you let him teach you?" Don't you
think Mr. Steele, the teacher, would feel bad if I ignored him and
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called the president of the Conservatory? Of course he would. I
wouldn't be such a foolish person as to do it. But, beloved, we do
that with the Holy Spirit! Some ask our Father to teach them. Why,
the Father has already sent the Teacher. Go straight to Him, the
Holy Spirit, when you open your Bible. Then your heart won't be
troubled because you'll learn the precious truths of God from His
Holy Spirit.
In verse 27 of John 14, we find the eighth prescription for a calm
heart. "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid." At the end of these eight prescriptions, the
Lord adds what He had written at the beginning. This is just what
I do when I write prescriptions for sick people. So the chapter starts
out, "Let not your heart be troubled," and it ends up in verse 27,
"Let not your heart be troubled." When He says, "Neither let it
be afraid," He means that you shouldn't be troubled about various
problems. Don't be afraid about today or about tomorrow because
God's Word gives you peace.
There are two kinds of peace mentioned in the Scriptures. There
is the peace of God. (This is what He is talking about in this verse.)
Then there is the peace with God. Peace with God concerns your sins.
We find peace with God through the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ. "Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God,
through our Lord Jesus Christ." This is what takes our sins away.
The Saviour blots them out with His precious blood. He gives us a
robe of righteousness, making us whiter than snow. He brings us
into God's family where thirty-three things take place as we trust
the Lord Jesus Christ with our souls and make Him the Lord of
our lives.
One of the things the Lord does for you is to give you peace. So
He said in this verse, "Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you." This peace had nothing to do with sin because our Lord Jesus
Christ had none perfect, sinless, holy. His peace has to do with our
daily lives.
When you are troubled about your sins, look to Calvary; see the
lovely One at the right hand of the throne of God, who says, "Come
unto me, and I will give you rest" and peace. His precious blood
will blot out your sins. You will have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.
These then are the eight blessed prescriptions for having a heart
that is at peace. I hope all eight of these blessings will be yours,
beloved, so that you will be a singing saint and have "the peace of
God that passeth all understanding."
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